
Notwithstanding recent stories in the news 
media and on the Internet ,  Select ive 
Service is not getting ready to conduct a 
draft for the U.S. Armed Forces -- either 
with a special skills or regular draft. Rather, 
the Agency remains prepared to manage a 
draft if and when the President and the 
Congress so direct. This responsibility has 
been ongoing since 1980 and is nothing 
new. Further, both the President and the 
Secretary of Defense have stated on more 
than one occasion that there is no need for 
a draft for the War on Terrorism or any 
l i k e l y  c o n t i n g e n c y ,  s u c h  a s  I r a q .  
Additionally, the Congress has not acted on 
any proposed legislation to reinstate a draft. 
Therefore, Selective Service continues to 
re f ine i ts  p lans to  be prepared as is  
required by law, and to register young men 
who are ages 18 through 25.
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